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Focused Intervention Funding 

 
All the information regarding the new Focused Intervention Funding can now be found on the DSPL 9 website: 
 

Focused Intervention Funding (FIF) 
 
Information includes: 

 FIF Guidance 

 FIF Application Form 

 Which Cluster am I in? 

 Dates and deadlines 
 
Please note: 
All applications for Early Years Enhanced Provision Funding must be sent using the email below.  
 
These applications will be sent to the EYs SEND TEAM Panel to be considered.  These application will not be part of the 
primary/secondary clusters. 
 

DSPL9EYEPF@bournehall.herts.sch.uk 
 
Should you have any further queries or questions please contact gemmahall@dsplarea9.org.uk 

https://buytickets.at/dspl9/2132320
https://www.dspl9.uk/page/?title=Focused+Intervention+Funding+%28FIF%29&pid=22
mailto:DSPL9EYEPF@bournehall.herts.sch.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
              

 
 

 
 

The Hertfordshire SEND Local Area Partnership has developed a SEND Provision Plan 2026-29 which supports the 
delivery of the new SEND Strategy for 2026–2029.  The strategy sets out our shared ambitions to improve outcomes 
for children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). 
  
More children and young people in Hertfordshire are requiring additional support at school, many presenting with 
increasingly more complex needs than in the past. Families have consistently told us they want clearer pathways and 
better local options. In response, this Special Education, Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Provision Plan outlines how 
we will strengthen support in local schools, increase specialist provision where it is needed, and ensure every child 
receives the right help, in the right place, at the right time. 
  
Feedback gathered so far has helped identify key priorities and has informed the five core elements of the draft 
SEND Provision Plan: 

 Strengthen capacity in mainstream schools 
 Expand specialist capacity in mainstream schools 
 Create more special school places 
 Update special school designations 
 Child centred placements 

  
As part of the SEND Provision Consultation running from 23 March to 15 June 2026, we are seeking your views on 
whether the plan reflects your priorities, and how it can be further strengthened before it is finalised. 
  
You can share your feedback by completing a  short survey or by attending one of our consultation events. All details 
on how to get involved are available on the Local Offer: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/SENDProvisionPlan 
  
Thank you for your time, your views are important to us. All responses will be carefully considered and will directly 
influence the final SEND Provision Plan for 2026–2029. 

  
 

 
DSPL9/HFL Summer Term SEND Briefing 

 
The final HFL SEND briefing for this academic year will be taking place Wednesday 24th June 1.30-3.30pm at 
Rickmansworth School 
 

DSPL Briefings Booking Form 
 
 

 
DSPL 9 SENCo Drop in sessions 

Date: Every Tuesday 
Time: 3.45-4.30pm 

 
Please use the link below for any of the Tuesday sessions: 

Microsoft Teams Need help? 
Join the meeting now 

Meeting ID: 340 101 177 553 9 
Passcode: FD789nR7 

 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/education-support/education-options/send-provision-plan.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/media-library/documents/send-strategy-2026-2029-pdf-3.64mb.pdf
https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/35ZZQP/
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/SENDProvisionPlan
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=Gabe_NseRU2KEueFwTu3ndH30hDL6B9Eo8x_EUCuejFUMk9KT1UyWTJLMkhQVjVCUkMySEoxWDIwQyQlQCN0PWcu&route=shorturl
https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-GB
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MTljZWQ5MTktMzQ4ZS00MDIyLTgzOWEtOWMxODY4MDg5YjI2%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22b92cd714-8f9c-48d7-8978-229b6d543f25%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220ea56197-8744-41b7-94b1-735b38e867ed%22%7d


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hertfordshire Autism Training: Summer Term 

 
The HAT offer for the summer term will continue to provide all school colleagues with a range of opportunities to 
upskill and develop their knowledge across a range of topics. 
 
Please see the attached flyer to discover what is on offer this term. 

 
 

 
DSPL 9  

Benchmarking and Planning Tool Survey Completion Opportunity 
Drop in Session 

 

The survey provided by HFL will go live on Tuesday 5th May and close on Friday 26th June to provide SENCos 
with enough time to complete before the end of term.  Data from the survey helps to inform HCC and DSPLs 
future planning. 

 
To enable a large number of SENCos to complete the HFL Benchmarking and Planning Tool survey, DSPL 9 would like to 
provide you with dedicated time and refreshments to enable this to happen. 
 

Date: Wednesday 3rd June 2026 
Time: 1-3.30pm 

Venue: The Green Room @ Bournehall Primary School 
 

Refreshments (including cake) will be available to help you through the survey. 

 
Please click on this link to book your space. 

 
NB: If you are unable to join us on the above date please be reminded that there is still an expectation that you 
complete the survey within the timeframe mentioned. 

 
If you have any questions around the Benchmarking and Planning Tool please contact Gemma Hall 
gemmahall@dsplarea9.org.uk  
 

 
 

Due to unforeseen circumstances the EYs SENCo forum will need to move from Tuesday 21st April to Tuesday 5th May 
from 10-11am.  The teams invite and agenda for this will be sent out in the next few weeks. 

https://buytickets.at/dspl9/2138321
https://buytickets.at/dspl9/2138321
mailto:gemmahall@dsplarea9.org.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Spring DROP-IN SESSIONS for Early Years settings in DSPL’s 6 and 9 

 with Emotional Wellbeing and Behaviour Specialist Dominique Johnson: 

 
Wednesday 22nd April 2026 EWB Drop in 

Thursday 7th May 2026 EWB Drop in 
Monday 18th May 2026 EWB Drop in 

Wednesday 3rd June 2026 EWB Drop in 
Thursday 18th June 2026 EWB Drop in 
Tuesday 30th June 2026 EWB Drop in 

Wednesday 15th July 2026 EWB Drop in 
 

Please see the flyer for links to book a time slot on the days above. 
 

 If you would like advice around planning for Emotional Wellbeing and Behaviour in the Early Years, please click the 
preferred date to book a 30-minute MS Teams time slot. Once in the booking system, please access the calendar and 

click on the relevant date which will then give you available time slots. 
 

 

 
 

Spaces are still available to aces this training.  Please see the attached flyer for all dates and booking information.  

 
 

Please find attached flyers for primary and secondary training from the SLCN team during the summer term. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
For Designated Teachers-New SaLT referral process for Children Looked after by Hertfordshire. 

 
If you have any Speech, Language or Communication concerns regarding a Hertfordshire Child Looked After(CLA) 
attending your school, you can now refer direct to our Herts Virtual School Speech & Language Therapist, Ruth 
Blake.   
 
Please complete the attached screening form and return it by email, marked SLT / CLA  in the subject 
to  hct.cypspecialistservices@nhs.net 
 
Please note this replaces our usual referral SaLT pathway but only applies to a child or young person who is looked 
after by Hertfordshire CC.  All other children should be referred to the SaLT service using our online referral form on 
the HCT website. 
 

mailto:hct.cypspecialistservices@nhs.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent advice around EBSNA 
 

The EMWiE team have created a useful flyer to share with parents of children and young people experiencing EBSNA.  
Please share the attached flyer across your school commuity.  

 

 

 
 

Amwell View School have set up a network of mainstream primary schools, nurseries and pre-schools who are 
interested in or are currently developing the inclusive practice within their setting.   Amwell View's leadership team 
organise termly network meetings with a focus topic, previous topics have included 'Sensory Integration', 
'Communication', 'Attention Autism' and 'Sensory Stories'. 
 
Please see attached flyer for further information and how to book. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Following a successful programme delivering support to Children and Young people, Add-vance and Nessie have 
created a project called 'Different Belongs', a neurodiversity toolkit for teachers.  It offers a set of resources for 
teachers to use in primary schools to help all children understand Autism and ADHD with a strong emphasis on 
the voice of the child.  The resources are aimed at Years 5 and 6, but can be adapted for other age groups. The 
resources are designed to help children and young people learn about neurodivergence in a way that is respectful, 
positive, and neuro-affirming. 
 
This project is the result of co-production with Autistic and ADHD children and young people and professionals from 
ADD-vance and Nessie.  
 
More information about the project can be found here: https://www.add-vance.org/different-belongs/ 
  
We are holding a webinar on 30th April at 2pm where Add-vance and Nessie will showcase this project to Hertfordshire 
professionals, please register on the link below if you would like to attend to find out more.  
 
 'Different Belongs' - A Neurodiversity toolkit featuring the voices of children and young people in Hertfordshire. 
Presented by ADD-vance and Nessie | Meeting-Join | Microsoft Teams 
 

What are some of the innovative ways that education is tackling bullying? 
 
And how can we help children acquire life skills such as conflict resolution, understand the difference between 
unkindness and bullying, and have the courage to speak out against others?  
 
On Wednesday 17 June 2026 at 1.00pm, join the EMWiE Team for the fifth session in our webinar series as we invite 
a variety of Hertfordshire education settings to spend 45 minutes sharing the innovative ideas they have implemented 
to support children to restore and repair, develop their own anti bullying policies, report worrying instances and take 
a whole school/year/form/class approach to tackling bullying and make school a place to feel safe in. 
 
This session will be recorded and shared in the days following.  
 
Use this link to ioin the meeting or email shelley.woods@hertfordshire.gov.uk for the calendar invitation to be sent 
direct.  
 

How do you identify mental health and emotional wellbeing needs in your pupils? 

 
Is this a topic you'd love more confidence in, or simply some renewed ideas for making your tracking less time 
consuming and more insightful?  

 
On Wednesday 20 May 2026 at 1.00pm, join the EMWiE Team for the fourth session in our webinar series as we invite 
a variety of Hertfordshire education settings to spend 45 minutes sharing the measures they are using, what the data 
tells them, the benefits of tracking interventions and how this informs future support. During the session you'll also 
hear more about various tools, including The Boxall Profile and Motional. 
 
This session will be recorded and shared in the days following.  
 
Use this link to ioin the meeting or email shelley.woods@hertfordshire.gov.uk for the calendar invitation to be sent 
direct.  
 

https://www.add-vance.org/different-belongs/
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/30ff8616-07e0-4815-bf0f-36ec121f803c@53e92c36-6617-4e71-a989-dd739ad32a4d
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/30ff8616-07e0-4815-bf0f-36ec121f803c@53e92c36-6617-4e71-a989-dd739ad32a4d
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/35472909817097?p=j7Cu8Fb6XDexKmUYaS
mailto:shelley.woods@hertfordshire.gov.uk
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/39908141825015?p=bKkrQ3KTgCAk2yj5Wz%20%20Meeting%20ID:%20399%20081%20418%20250%2015
mailto:shelley.woods@hertfordshire.gov.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Introducing a New Young Carers Offer for Hertfordshire 
  
Thursday 23rd April, 11:30am-12:30pm – MS Teams 
  
Speakers – Sue Chapman, Service Manager and Gemma Roake, Young Carers Team Manager.  
  
This one-hour webinar will introduce you to the new Young Carers offer in Hertfordshire, help you identify young 
carers in your service and advise what you can do to support them using the following tools:  

 The day in the Life of…  
 Young Carers Levels of Need Guidance  
 HCC’s Young Carers webpage  

  
Who is this training for?  
Anyone who works with children and anyone who works with adults who have an illness, disability, a mental health 
problem or an alcohol or substance misuse problem, and have children, because the children may be young carers.  
Please visit HSCP website to book your place. 

 

 
The campaign is called ‘Is this Reel Real?’ and will run from Monday 20th- Friday 24th April. 
  
This campaign supports young people across Hertfordshire to think critically about what they see online, including AI 
generated and edited content and to recognise when social media maybe affecting their mood, sleep or wellbeing. 
The campaign takes a balanced and future-focused stance that acknowledges social media and AI as part of everyday 
life while encouraging young people, families and professionals to have open, informed conversations. 
  
Each day of the campaign focusses on a different theme: 

 Monday 20th April- Is this Reel Real? (AI and edited content) 
 Tuesday 21st April- Mood changes 
 Wednesday 22nd April- Parent online safety tips and Five ways to Wellbeing 
 Thursday 23rd April- AI Tips 
 Friday 24th April- Screen time 

  
Please see attached: 

 The ‘Is this Reel Real?’ campaign toolkit- including key messages for young people, parents and carers and 
professionals, signposting to local support and guidance on how to use the campaign in your setting. 

  
How you can get involved: 
We would love as many partners as possible to share the campaign content across your own social media channels 
during the week o 20-24th April. The toolkit contains everything you need, including suggested posts for each day and 
platform. 

  
When posting please: 
Tag us: @justtalkherts 
Use the hashtag #JustTalkHerts 

  
If you plan to create your own content inspired by the campaign themes and would like us to share it across Just Talk 

channels, please send it to Jessica Hadari at: Jessica.hadari@hertfordshire.gov.uk ahead of campaign week. 

  
 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/adult-social-services/report-a-concern-about-an-adult/hertfordshire-safeguarding-adults-board/hsab-and-hscp-training-and-resources.aspx#training
mailto:Jessica.hadari@hertfordshire.gov.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Neurodiversity Training dates: 

 
13 May 2026 10-12pm 
9 September 2026 10-12pm 
4 November 2026 10-12pm 
10 February 2027 10-12 pm 
 
Aim of the Course: This is a multi-agency course giving practitioners from a range of agencies the opportunity to 
explore neurodiversity in vulnerable children and young people. 
 
Learning Outcomes: 

 To be able to recognise neurodiverse conditions in children and young people. 

 To increase confidence in supporting neurodivergent children and young people. 

 To raise awareness of neurodiverse children's' profiles of need. 

 To explore potential barriers to working with and supporting children and young people with disabilities. 

 To consider reasonable adjustments and consent for neurodiverse children and young people, and their families 
to access appropriate support. 

  
Please do visit our training platform to secure your place- website 
 

 

      
Please circulate with your school community (flyer attached) 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/adult-social-services/report-a-concern-about-an-adult/hertfordshire-safeguarding-adults-board/hsab-and-hscp-training-and-resources.aspx#training

